Minute 3. Call for research reports. Research reports on topics related to taxonomy of the genus Lactobacillus and related organisms and bifidobacteria were presented by Paola Mattarelli, Akihito Endo and Koichi Watanabe. The presentations were as follows: Paola Mattarelli: 'Bifidobacteriaceae occurence in human hypochloridric stomach' and 'Folate production in bifidobacteria from non-human primates and carnivores'; Akihito Endo: 'Impact of carbohydrates used for enrichment isolation of LAB'; Koichi Watanabe: 'Novel subspeciation of Lactobacillus delbrueckii by genotypic identification'. A brief discussion followed each presentation. Minute 10. Scope of the Subcommittee. The status quo of genera within the purview of the subcommittee is as follows: Bifidobacterium, Lactobacillus, Carnobacterium, Leuconostoc, Fructobacillus, Pediococcus, Tetragenococcus, Isobaculum, Lactosphaera, Desemzia, Weissella, Oenococcus, Sharpea, Vagococcus, Catellicoccus, Gardnerella, Paralactobacillus, Alloscardovia, Metascardovia, Scardovia, Aeriscardovia and Parascardovia.
Minute 11. Call for old business. Regarding problems with the type strains within the Bifidobacterium indicum/B. coryneforme/B. asteroides-group, B. Biavati collected the type strains from different culture collections and compared them by using DNA fingerprinting. Analysis of the type strains derived from ATCC, DSMZ and LMG-BCCM culture collections and reinvestigations by B. Biavati and P. Mattarelli of the type strains, including the collection where the type strains were firstly deposited, and from the Bologna University Scardovi Collection of Bifidobacteria (BUSCOB) by DNA fingerprinting, led to the following conclusions. Considering B. coryneforme, all type strains in all collections are identical to the original strain. For B. indicum and B. asteroides, the identity of all type strains has so far not been confirmed and further investigations are needed. standards for new species of Bifidobacterium, Lactobacillus and related genera', P. Mattarelli summarized the requirement for establishing minimal standards (i. e. description of family, general criteria as phenotypic and genotypic characterization). B. Biavati and P. Mattarelli have prepared a draft minimal standard for the family Bifidobacteriaceae. They will now prepare drafts for the other families and send them to the 'specialist' members within two months. The 'specialist' members will then add information concerning specific requirements. The final revision will be submitted to W. Holzapfel and F. Dellaglio. The experts designated for the genera Lactobacillus, Paralactobacillus and Pediococcus of the family Lactobacillaceae were B. Pot, G. Felis and C. Franz; C. Franz, W. Holzapfel for the genera Carnobacterium, Desemzia, Isobaculum and Lactosphaera of the family Carnobacteriaceae; A. Endo, L. Dicks and J. Björkroth for the genera Fructobacillus, Leuconostoc, Oenococcus and Weissella of the family Leuconostocaceae; L. Dicks for the genera Tetragenococcus, Vagococcus and Catellicoccus of the family Enterococcaceae, and P. Mattarelli, C. Bonaparte, B. Biavati for the genera Bifidobacterium, Aeriscardovia, Alloscardovia, Metascardovia, Parascardovia, Scardovia and Gardnerella of the family Bifidobacteriaceae.
Minute 13. Call for new business. The establishment of a separate website for the subcommittee was discussed. F. Dellaglio will explore the possibilities and discuss the issue with K.Watanabe. 
